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Texas has never been known for having
very deep or very long caves. Only ahandful are longer than a mile. Even thegreat
glory of the Devil's Sinkhole is fading in
the light of recent deep pit caving inMex·ico. For over 16· years, Langtry Lead was
the deepest cave in Texas, reaching adepth
of only 113 meters (371 feet). But, on
21 October 1978, this record was broken
when Sorcerer's Cave was pushed to a depth
of over 152 meters (500 feet). Also included was the discovery of over 1 km.
(3,500 feet) of stream passage. This discovery is of major significance to the
scientific study of the area. Yet, to the
caving community, it proves that Texas
still has great discoveries to be made-both deep and long caves can be found on
this side of the Rio Grande River. Sorcerer's Cave may well be the incentive to
encourage more caving in Texas so that
other comparable and hopefully larger
caves will be discovered.
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This issue was written and prepared by
George Veni.
Physiography: Gary Poole
Photography: Randy Waters
Typing and Editing: Marjorie B. Waters
Special thanks to all of the beautiful
people whose time, efforts and money made
this issue possible.

Surveyed Length:

_Estimated ~plored Length: 2. 44
kilometers (B,OOO feet)

The TEXAS CAVER is a bimonthly publication
of the Texas Speleological Association (TSA),
an internal organization of the National
Speleolo;;i<:?al Society (NSS) and is published
by James Jasek in Waco, Texas.
SUBSCRIPTIONS are $5.00 per
subscribing after the first
receive all back issues for
copies are available at 90¢

1,547.25 meters
(5,075 feet)

Surveyed Depth:

167 meters
(548 feet)
Deepest cave in Texas

year. Persons
o.f the year will
that year. Single
each, postpaid.

Estimated Point of Deepest Exploration:
170 meters (557.5 feet)
Depth of Bat Roost:

88 meters
(288. 6 feet)
Deepest roost in Texas

The TEXAS CAVER openly invites contributors
to submit: articles, reports, news, cartoons,
cave maps, caving artiales, and photographs
(any size print black &white or color print)
for publication in the TEXAS CAVER.

Length of Stalagtite in the Sanctum
Sanctorum: 7.05 meters
{23.124 feet)
Longest stalagtite in Texas

Address all SUBSCRIPTIONS and EDITORIAL
material to the editor: James Jasek, lOZ9
Melrose DP., Waco, Texas ?6?l0.
When sending in a change of address, please
include your old address.
Persons interested in EXCHANGES or FOREIGN
subscriptions should direct correspondenc~ to
the editor.

Estimated Flow Rate of the Sirion River:
4,000 gallons per minute
Longest Vertical Drop:
Poltergeist Pit

2

25 meters
(82 feet}

~orctrtr's
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Middens., metates and paintings are evidence of Indian habitation at the cave.
Presently, there has been no form of dating
in order to determine when the Indians lived
there. The cave's entrance is in the side
of a ravine, 6.4 meters above its floor.
The 2-meter high passage extends back 10
meters to a 14-meter pit. There is no evidence of the Indians having gone beyondthis

~torp

crawl at the bottom of the 25-~eter pit,
then down a 22.5-meter pit. Here they
found a water passage leading to parts
unknown, but they were unable to continue.
Inhaling the dry dusty guano which is present throughout the cave down to this
point, had caused a form of dust pneumonia. Nausea, vertigo, headaches and weakness forced their return to the surface.

drop.
After a flood in 1961, Leo Adams, who
was then leasing the land, noticed that a
number of his sheep were missing. In his
search for them, he discovered the cave.
Seeking refuge from the rising flood waters,
many sheep entered the cave. As more would
force their way in, those in the back would
fall down the pit. Talking to the people
from the nearby town of Dryden, they find it
unlikely that Adams did not previously know
about the cave because he had ranched the
land since the late 1940's and the cave's
entrance can be easily seen, even from a
good distance. Also, there is some graffiti
in the entrance. Scratched in the wall is
the name "Russell Kelso, February 1941."
Dating from apparently the same period, is
a phallus engraved next to the name. People have not changed much in the last 40
years.
Anyway, it was in the Spring of 1962
when Adams called in some cavers to investigate the hole. In the Spring of 1962,
hailing from Sul Ross University Speleological Society, Perry Clifton, Carl Kunath
and Jim Rector were the first people to go
beyond the entrance pitch. They followed
the 16-meter high walkway to a breakdown
choke, then took a side passage whichgained
them access to the other side of the plug.
The entrance hall ended however, in a series
of short drops going down 11 meters to a
small dome room. But, the aforementioned
side passage led to a 5-meter drop, then
through a narrow crack into a 25-meter pit.
The bottom of this pit was the limit of
their exploration.

Sketch of an Indian Painting in the Entrance
In 1971, Texas Speleological Survey,
Volume 3, Number 2, "Caves of The Stockton Plateau" was published. In it was a
report on Adam's Cave, as Sorcerer's was
known then. This report was, for many
people, the first time they had heard of
the cave. Many tried to contact Mr.
Adams, who for fear of liabilities, refused to give permission for further exploration. In early 1978, I tried my
hand to get into the cave. Luck was with
me. The lease had changed hands to a Mr.
Hayre, who kindly received us.

The Sul Ross cavers made a return
trip a few weeks later. Going beyond the
previous limit, Ron Griffeth, Grainger
Hunt and Nick Lucas went through a short
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On 16 September 1978, Steve Damon,
Randy Waters and I went to the town of
Dryden where we were unable to find our
guide to the cave at the ranch. It was
then that we became acquainted with Mr.
Ten Eyck who is the proprietor of Dryden
Mercantile. He proved to be P.xtremely
helpful and cordial for that first trip
and all of the following trips to the
cave. He directed us to Larry Choate of
Sanderson, who directed us to the cave.
In late 1977, Larry was part of a group
of people who lacked technical, modern
caving methods, but with lots of common
sense and some practical mechanics were
able to explore the cave. Using a counterbalance system, homemade cable ladders
and l-inch manila rope for safety, they
pushed past the limits of the Sul Ross
cavers. Beyond the water passage they
discovered two large rooms, the first
being SO-meters long, 7 to 12 meterswide
and 7 meters high. The second larger
room measured 35 meters long, 25 meters
wide with a steeply sloping breakdown
floor which ranged the ceiling height
from 6 to 25 meters. At the lower end of
the second room was a breakdown maze, leading down 13 meters to a pit. Even though
they had made eight to ten trips into the
big room, they never descended the last
pit. There was one attempt, but it was
aborted due to equipment failure.

meters. Having a brief lunch, we pushed
into the big room before leaving the cave.
It took a while to soak in the majesty of
the Sanctum Sanctorum. We sat in awe,
dwarfed by the 10-meter high formations.
Pushing deeper, I estimated the top of the
yet unplumbed pit to be at 116 meters (380
feet). The long standing depth record of
Langtry Lead had been broken!
We kept quiet about the find until we
could take the vertical survey down the
last pit. This would make the record official. The date was 21-22 October 1~7&
when Randy and I returned with Gary Poole
to push the cave. Prior to commencing the
survey, we checked a couple of leads inthe
Inner Sanctum. By climbing into a narrow
dome, Gary was rewarded with the discovery
of Surtur's Chamber, the most beautifuland
most highly deco.r ated room in the cave.
Its location is fairly obscure and so the
!7-.eter aven is clear from the bat crap
which is present throughout the cave, A
drop into the chamber which requires a rope
to descend acts as a built-in obstacle to
preserve its delicate beauty. All of its
splendor can be seen from the top of the
3-meter pitch so there is no reason for anyone to descend, for the traffic will only
serve to disrupt its natural state. There

When the San Antonio Grotto (SAG)
cavers began their vertical survey of the
cave, they soon learned that the Sul Ross
description was exaggerated. Sul Ross's
estimated depth at the water passage was
104 meters (340 feet). The survey placed
it at 87.3 meters (287 feet). In addition
to surveying, the SAG cavers also had a
knack for naming things, which is important towards identifying the various areas
in the cave. The cave itself was renamed.
The three main pits were called Witch's
Well (14 meters), Poltergeist Pit (25
meters) and Demon Drop (22. 5 meters). The
water passage was christened as theBubble,
Bubble, Guano and Trouble Passage. The
water here is only .25 meters (8 inches)
deep. Unfortunately, the guano below it
was over waist deep. Walking through it
is like trudging through pudding. As one
progresses into it, bubbles of gas percolate up from the feces. Beyond here lay
the first true room of the cave, the Inner
Sanctum, and here the vertical survey for
the first trip ended at a depth of 88 1/2

Pristine Beauty
3-Meters High--Surtur's Chamber
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have only been two people down into it, one
to check a lead that did not go and another
at a later date to survey the room. In
order to preserve the room, it is ·hoped that
surveyor will be the last person to enter.

2 1/2-meter high waterfall, the cave decided we had enough excitrnent for one day.
The Texas depth record and 1,000 meters of
vir1in stream passage was to be ~ur quota.
So, in its wisdom, the cave lowered its
ceiling into the 6-rneter-deep waters and
halted our exploration for our 17-hour
trip and left us physically and emotionally
exhausted.

Returning to the survey, it was taken
through the Sanctum Sanctorurn to the virgin
pit. All three of us were to get our chance
at virgin passage. The pit was mine. Rappelling down 18 meters, I saw an offgoing
streamway. The last survey point was setat
the bottom of the pit. The stream would
have to wait for Randy to descend and bethe
first to enter its waters. After all, he
predicted it would be there. Entering the
heavily silted· stream, Randy led us 53
meters to a main stream intersection. Crystal clear water was raging by us. We had
found the Sirion River.

Ou~ third trip to the cave was on 11 to
12 November 1978, when Scott Harden, Gary and
I carne back with plans to survey The Stream
to the river and then go upriver and survey
as we explored. The journey down went without incident, however at The Stream we found
the water was up to .3 to .4 meters. A week
earlier, 10 inches of rain fell in that area.
Flood waters in the ravine rose high, but did
not reach the cave. However, by infiltration
much water had made its way to the river.
This raised the water level enough the sump
the upstream river passage at a low spot just
a short distance from the stream intersection.
The new water also served to chill the stream
considerably. On the discovery trip, the
water was at a very comfortable temperature,
but unprepared for the cold, we were forced
to an early exit.

\-Jith a choice to follow either up or
downstream, we took the latter as more
depth was still a main objective. We followed P~ndy for 500 meters and then it was
'ary's turn as he blazed the way down passages 3 1/2 meters wide, 5 to 10 meters
high, with water ranging from ankle to chest
.·deep. Brief attention was given to the
m.any leads, but we never rP-ally left the
main river. Going past the ra.pitis and the

A few days after this trip, the lease
on th~ land expired and so permission to continue exploring the cave was deferred to the
owner, Mr. Clay from Houston. He informed us
that he was calling a halt to the exploration
until he could talk with us and determine
what our intent was in the cave and to express his desires towards anything we may do
there. So, in December 1978, Gary and I
visited his horne and after an evening of discussion and the showing of slides, the following terms were reached in order for us to
continue the exploration of the cave:
1. Permission must be obtained from both
the owner and the current leasee.
2. Work at the cave must not impede or
interfere with any ranch activities.
3. All efforts at the cave must be towards purposeful! work (i.e., surveying,
geology, biology, etc.).
4. To maintain continuity of work and
prevent excensive calls which may prove disturbing to the owner or leasee, permission
has bee~ granted to the SAG to oversee and
coordinate all cave activities.

Gary Poole and
10-Meter High Stalagmite
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The next day we had two survey teams, The
first team consisted of Steve, Scott and Gary.
They went to the Sanctum Sanctorum and did a
thorough spray of the room, including some
triangulations to its inaccessible areas and to
the large formations in order to determine
their size. On the second team, Jonathan,
Bruce, Barry and I picked up the survey from
the previous day and sprayed from the Demon
Drop into the Inner Sanctum. Meanwhile, on
the surface David G., Ted and Randy were
combing the land in an unsuccessful search
to find any new holes.

5. Individuals interested in contributing to the work done at the cave must
contact the SAG for the above mentioned
reasons.
6. The location of the cave must NOT
be published.
7. Release forms are to made for
both the owner and leasee.
8. Trips will be of an infrequent
nature, numbering three to four times a
year at the most.

Now everyone is accounted for except
David B., Gill and Tom. They entered after
the first survey team and after looking at
the cave, they sat and watched the survey
of the Sanctum Sanctorum. Soon after, they
went down to the river. They took the upstream passage, which had been sumped on
the November trip, and followed it for 525
to 540 meters (1,700 to 1,800 feet) to a
terminal sump. On their way upstream, they
encountered three pseudosumps and they felt
that this sump might not be very long and
could possiblY be passed. During the trip
to the sump they also went through a couple
of spots of deep water, requiring a br!ef
swim. Once at the upstream sump, they
turned and went all the way to the downstream sump. Checking a nearby upper level
lead, they climbed into a clay covered passage and followed it for 60 meters. At one
point they had found that they were straddling a slot in the floor which dropped back
into the river. Finally they reached a mud
slide, sloping steeply downward. They felt
that this bypassed the sump~ but they could
not get down the slide without a rope.
Again the downstream sump was being defiant.
It must obviously hold great secrets behind
its watery doors, so once again it coerced
a group of weary cavers to leave its depths.

There are a couple of reasons for my
going into detail on these points.
First: the owner's wishes should be
well understood in order that they may be
better respected. Without his consent
there would be no caving.
Second: This places a restriction on
who should go in the cave.
We all enjoy caving for the sport of
it, but there is a time for work as well as
a time for play. This is a time for work.
People interested in going to the cave
should have a knowledge of surveying or of
any of the sciences which can apply to the
study of the cave. These restrictions are
not to keep people out of the cave and thus
favoring a certain elite or special group,
but because the number of trips to the cave
are limited and there is still much work to
be done, efforts must be made to produce
the maximum amount of work from each trip.
On 23-25 February 1979, a large diverse
group of people came to the cave. From San
Antonio came Steve Damon, Dave Guerrero,
Gary Poole, Ted Roberts, Randy Waters and
myself; from Austin came Scott Harden and
from Abilene came David Boettger, Gill Harder, Jonathan Justice, Tom Moore, Bruce
Wharton and Barry Woods. The start of the
first day was spent on a surface surveythat
identified some major , faultings and joint
sets and the contacts of the Segovia Limestone, Del Rio Clay and Buda Limestone.
Later that evening, Dave Guerrero, Ted,
landy and I began the new, complete survey
of the cave, starting at the Demon Drop and
finishing for the day at Poltergeist Pit
(the other survey was just a \l'ertical view
of tha cave to establish its depth).

The 20th of May 1979 found Randy andme
driving home from Sorcerer's. We are weary,
happy, yet disappointed. A 9-day trip to
the cave was planned from 11-20 May 1979.
Quite a few people had planned to attend.
Other than the two of us, only three othP-rs
showed up-Dave Guerrero, Teeni Kern and Gary
Poole. Most of the misfortunes were simply
that the fates were working a~ainst us.
Illness, job t~oubles and similar prooiems
prevented the arrival of many people. Of
~ourse, there were those who just did not
come when they said they would. Here lay
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I continued the work, joined on the 25th of
August by Bob Osburn and Mike Wharton. For
the September weekend, David Drysdale joined
Randy and myself.

the disappointment. Nonethe-less, we were.
very pleased with the amount of work we did
~ccomplish. The entire known upper levels
were surveyed and so was almost 400 meters
of river passage. Much time was also spent
doing other studies in the cave (written
about in the following reports). A few
new, yet minor passages were discovered as
well a~ some leads high in the walls and
d1gg1ng leads thaL blow _air. These may
yield moLe vdssage in the future.

Host of our efforts focused on the river
survey, The 21st of August saw about 300
meters completed. .This was the only pro-·
ductive survey for that week. Returning on
the 23d of August~ Lhe Suuntos, having been
left in ·the cave, were fogged beyond

Scott Harden In The Inner Sanctum
A final discovery on the May trip vas
on the 18th when Tony, the ranch hand, took
Randy and me to see another cave. It was
located near the telephone/electric lines.
The hole was about 3 meters deep, 1 meter
long and .~ meter w1de. Tony was amazed
that someone could climb down 1t, because
he thoughL the entrance was too small. The
hole enlarged a little, along the controlling joint trend, and then ended in a ma~rix fill of soil and scrap metal.
Due to
its loc~tion, we called it Lectric Cave.

usability . . Two days laLer, Bob, Mike and I
surveyed 370 meters to the sump, but again
the Suuntos fogged and upon reduction of the
survey data, we found it caused an unacceptable amount of error. We were back to the
river a "t-Teek later, but this time the instruments were waterproofed with a silicon
sealer. We rep~ated the last survey and
added another 70 meters by doing the loop
kno~m as the Pirate's Passage.
This passage takes half the flow of the river and
resurges about 90 meters downstream. Actually, it is not a true surveyed loop due
to a 3 to 4-meter-wide sump. The Pirate
contains most of the crawling for the cave.
:f.ncluding a 50-meter stretch of belly crawl
throueh water and lots of sharp rocks.

The last trip to the cave was on 20-26
August 1979 and 1-2 September 1979. From
10-26 August, Scott Harden, Randy Waters and
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The map of Sorcerer's Cave was made following the May 1979 trip. This AugustSeptember trip has added 727 meters of length
and extended the depth to -167 meters (548
feet) . According to the list for deep caves
of the United States which was compiled in
February 1978, Sorcerer's places as the 24th
deepest , with a potential for 21st only 4
meters away.
Exploration on this last trip took place
on a major and minor scale. The way we
worked our caving scuedule was to have a day
of work followed by a day of rest. The rest
days were often as productive as the work
days. They were spent in transferring, reducing and plotting survey data, repairing
equipment and preparing for the next day.
But a great deal of time was also spent walking the land, searching for new leads and
making observations of the surface topography.
Thus f ar, the only cave found within 1 kilometer of Sorcerer's is a hole known asApprentice Cave. It sits 14 meters away from
the main cavern. A 5-meter entrance drop
leads into a narrow joint enlarged passage
that para llels the trend of its neighboring
cave. Apprentice has been explored to a 5meter drop only 10 meters into the cave.
This pi tch is extremely nar'row and will be
difficul t to get down, nearly impossible to
get up . The lack of any airflow makes it
doubtful that Apprentice goes far, so the
drop wil l not be dropped until we get
around to surveying it.
Six miles to the south, near the town
of Dryden , we located a sink 3 meters in
diameter . The rusting body of an old car
filled the hole. We removed the auto and
found that the sink dropped through 2
meters of loose alluvial ~valls to Buda
bedrock. An offgoing crawl ends with dirt
fill but holds promise for anyone who wants
to do a lot of digging. In Sorcerer's,
Randy did some digging in the area known
as the Dragon Den, but was unable to find
the source of its airflow.
On 2~ August , when ~ve v1ent to the
river and found that the instruments could
not 'be \.\Sed, we pushed some leads instead.
The f irst downstream lead, indicated on the
July 1979 map, was checked by Scott and
Aandy , Contrary to what the map shows for
its trend, it makes a quick turn and heads
in the opposite direction (northwest) for
30 meters to a fork. The passage is low,
wet and muddy, but it still goes.

Cl i mbing Out of Witch's Well
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covered bodies. This was the Abilene bypass.
Pushing forward we reached the barrier mud
slope, Now it was our turn to laugh. The
slope we had climbed up made this onechild's
play in comparison, We bombed on down to
the river!
Unfortunately, the river was not in a
very generous mood. After only 60 meters we
reached Sump 2, but there was another upper
level to tempt us. Temptation can be most
frustrating. A tricky climb up led to a bypass, but a near vertical mud covered pitch
stayed our progress as we watched the waters
rushing by 7 meters below.

Further downstream is a 20-meter high
dome pit we call Echinoid Aven because of
the abundant fossils in its walls. Chtmneying up some breakdown, we got half way
up the aven. Its ceiling is composed of
breakdown and a passage can be seen leading off. All of this, combined with a
steady flow of water dripping downwards,
makes this aven nearly identical to the
River Pit. We expect that some wellplaced
bolts will gain us access to upper levels
similar to those of the known cave. Two
other such dome pits have also been found,
one near the insurgence of the Pirate's
Passage and another about 150 to 200meters
upstream in the Sirion River.

On the evening of 25 August, after surveying to Sump 1, Bob Osburn, Mike Wharton
and I pushed up and over Sump 2. Bob braced
himself on the walls and put the rope around
his waist. Being the ligh~est caver, I
slapped on a figure 8 and rappelled down.
Upstream, the passage went 20 meters to the
other side of Sump 2. Downstream, I followed
the waters for 100 meters. The passage
widened and the ceiling rose high. This is
the largest section of river passage yet
discovered. This is also the location of
Sump 3.

Other minor leads were looked into,
but most of our effort was concentrated at
the downstream sump. We kept in mind that
the Abilene cavers on the February 1979 trip
told us of an upper level bypass, but a
steep mud slope prevented their descent to
the waters beyond the sump. Randy and I
arrived at the sump and chimneyed up the
keyhole ceiling to another passage. The
team of Boettger, Harder and MooreLold us
that they bad to straddle across some passage with the river flowing below. There
were no footprints in these mudcovered
walls, so Randy and I questioned i f they
ever got as far as the sump. A very steep
mud slope led upwards. Tenaciously gripping our precarious mud hand and footholds,
we cl~d our way up. At the top, an incoming side passage laughed at our mad

I saw some upper level leads, but did
not check them. It was getting late and we
had a long trip outwards that awaited us.
A piton was set for use as a future anchor.
And, meanwhile the cave still laughs at our
feeble and frustrating efforts to discover
its many secrets.

Gary Poole Rappelling Down The River Pit
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Terrell County has a temperate, semidesert climate. Summers are hot and long and winters are mild. The average annual rainfall is
about 12 inches. Most of this precipitation
occurs via late afternoon thunderstorms in
late spring and summer. Snowfalls are infrequent. The average daily minimum temperature
in January is 36° F. while the average daily
maximum for the same month is 66° F. July
has a minimum and maximum of 72° F. and96° F.
respectively. Of interest to retirees, the
relative humidity is low, typically about 5'
percent.
The Dryden area contains a flora typical of the Chihuahuan Desert and southern
Edwards Plateau. However, some modification has undoubtedly occurred due to grazing
and clearing. The uplands and plains are
dominated by buffalo and tobosa grasseswith
a few cacti, thorny bushes and cedar. Typical of the bushes are the spiny hackberry
and agarita. Due both to more water and
better soil, the arroyos support a more
varied and more lush plantlHe including
some small trees. Cedar, Texas black walnut and desert willow predominate among the
trees with similarly hardy species occurring among the flowering 'Plants. Most noticeable are the hairy jimsonweed, the
prickly poppy and the purple ground cherry.
there are as well several species of unidentified grasses.

being more than 20 meters deep. The presence of flowing water in these arroyos is,
as might be expected, highly seasonal. The
lack of flowing water in the region is undovbtedly the explanation of the lack of
topographic relief.
The morphology of the land surface is
controlled to some degree by the rock
strata. The. mesa and valley flats tend to
form on the hard limestones such as the
Buda and Santa Elna, while slopes foim on
the thin, soft Del Rio Clay. TberQ are
exceptions.

Jointing In 8-Mile Draw
Sorcerer's Cave is found in lower
Cretaceous carbonates. The nomenclature
which will be used in this section is from
the Geologic Atlas of Texas, Del Rio Sheet,
University of Texas Bureau of Economic Geology. The entrance to Sorcerer's is just
a few feet below the base of the thin Del
Rio Clay and the bulk of the cave is located within the Santa Elena Limestone. ,
This formation is fine grained to microgranular with ·occasionally massive beds.
Chert nodules are found in the limestone
as are miliolids and rudistids. The present base of Sorc·e rer' s Cave is thought to
be in the Sue Peaks Formation. The fqrmation is a thin-bedded, microgranular, some~hat nearly carbonate.
Its color is medi~
light gray to medium dark gray. The Sue
Peaks is about 45 feet thick. Below the
Sue Peaks is the Del Carmen Limestone. It
is not known whether the presently explored
portion of the cave extends into the Del
Carmen. The extent requires further geo:.
loaic work.

Sorcerer's Cave is located on the
Stockton Plateau and this fact, along with
the climate of the area, goes far in explaining the physiography of the region.
The Stockton Plateau is on the western edge
of the Edwards Plateau Physiographic Province and, like the Edwards, is composedprimarily of almost flat lying Cretaceouslimestones. The deep drainage basin of the
Pecos River separates the two plateaus.
In the vicinity of the cave, theStockton Plateau has the appearance of a roughly
level upland "rhich has been shallowly dissected by ephemeral stream systems. The
hills are flat-topped, low, mesa-likestructures separated by flat, shallow, broad valleys or terraces (this latter term not being
meant to imply an alluvial substrata). The
arroyos that cut these flat floored valleys
are themselves usually quite shallow, rarely
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~reatures
WANTED:

Trained bug person willing to
help!

Bats! The bat flight from the cave is
not a long, continuous outflow of flying
mammals. They fly out in very small groups
or as individuals. The reason lies in that
narrow parts of the cave tend to form traffic jams. Therefore, the exiting bats enter a holding pattern and slowly filter
through the constrictions. The primary
roost for the bats is in the Sanctum Sanctorum at a depth of 88 meters. They also
roost in the Inner Sanctum on occasion.
The population of the colony has been
guesstimated at about 5,000. They havenot
yet been identified, but have been observed
to have small ears and gray fur on their
chests. Their primary feeding area is in
the immediate vicinitv of the cave.

Biology is a field for which we who
have worked in Sorcerer's Cave have much enthusiasm but little training. Thus far,
most of the collections were made on the
May 1979 trip. The bugs were collected according to the different areas of the cave
and are presented below in that order:
Entrance: The most abundant critters
here are the gnats, with the mosquitoes
taking a close second. However, other bugs
also abound. Harvestmen, black beetles of
the Blaps genus, wood roaches and an occasional small mammal's home in the entrance.
A wire fence prevents the intrusion of large
animals.
Witch's Well to the Demon Drop: The
roaches, beetles and a species of longlegged whitish-yellow spiders are in abundance from the Well to Poltergeist Pit.
Below the Pit, biological activity decreases. No roaches are seen beyond it
and the number of beetles and spiders drops
singificantly. Cave crickets, present from
Witch's Well, appear to maintain a constant
population down to the bottom of the Demon
Drop (also the furthermost extent of the
beetles and the spiders). A pseudoscorpion
has been collected from the top of the Demon Drop.
Bubble Passage to the Sirion River: Here,
where the water begins, marks another decrease in biological activity. Perhaps the
biology is just not as well noted because
less time has been spent for biologic observations in these areas. Cave crickets
have been seen in the Inner Sanctum along
with the genus/species Nicolotia texensis.
The latter creature has also been seen at
the beginning of the Stream. At the river
Pit, a short-legged white spider has been
seen in the Inner Sanctum and also in the
Sanctum Sanctorum. A species of troglobitic isopod has been collected from the
Stream. A couple of very white crickets
were seen at and beyond the Pirate's Passage in the Sirion River.

A Friendly Snake Sits Over The
Crack Leading Into Poltergeist Pit
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A constant inflow of air can be felt
in some narrow parts of the cave. On 16 May
1979, at approximately 1:30 p.m., we felt a
strong inflow of air in the crack belowPoltergeist Pit (two to three times stronger
than normal flow). After 10 to 15 seconds,
the flow reversed. The air moved in gusts,
changing directions about three times per
minute. An hour earlier, Randy was digging
at a small hole in a wall. When water is
present, it seeps toward this hole. He
quit digging so we could continue to survey,
but from distances of 2 and 4 meters away,
we heard the sound of air movement. It was
a heavy, grotesque type of breathing, moving
at a rate similar to what we later found below Poltergeist Pit. It was this breathing_
that named the area--Dragon's Den. Outside
was the edge of a large front of thunderclouds which could have been the cause of
the abnormal air movements. During the August trip, steady outflow rather than inflow was noted. This occurred at timeswhen
the outside atmo.s pheric pressure was low
and when it was high.

Back in February 1979 when the Abilene cavers discovered over 600 meters of
virgin passage, they also noticed that in
many of the gravel banks lining the Sirion
River contained many highly mineralized
bones. They collected a couple of small
bones which have been sent for identification and dating. The bones lay in a poorly
sorted matrix with the gravel, chert and
clay. Some of the bones that are still in
the river measure .3 meters long. Even
though they have yet to be identified, they
still provide valuable information.
The route that cavers follow in order
to reach the river seems a very unlikely
route for the bones to have followed, for
there is no evidence of bones in the upper
levels. Therefore, I believe that someplace upstream is (was?) another entrance
to the cave with a more direct means of
reaching the river. This would be confirmed by finding some bones in the yet as
unsurveyed, upstream portion of the Sirion River. However, upstream differs from
down in having no shallow water gravel
banks on which the bones could col lect.
The average water depth is chest deep and
deeper.

During the time spent on the surface
(12 thru 19 May 1979), I made an effort to
study the airflow of The Crack. This is a
small hole, a couple of hundred meters from
the cave, that Scott Harden discovered during the February 1979 trip. Having no instrument to measure airflow, I developed a
method to differentiate air movements.
Rather than just say The Crack is blowing
in or out, I tried to indicate strength of
flow. The numbers I used were related in a
very basic way--2 is twice as strong as 1,
3 is three times as strong as 1 and 4 is
four times stronger than 1. However, 1 has
no measuraole value; only what I considered
a very _· definite perceptible flow. Negative. numbers indicate inflows of air. As
much as poss'ib1e, the measurements were
made on an hourly basis and included outside air temperature and other weather con""'
ditions. The data has oeen placed on a
graph. The only thing I can say about my
observations is that the dire-ction of air....
flow changes· every 7 to 10 hours with. lit-tle regard to weather conditions. Flaws
that may lay in these concluiJ.ions are due
to the lack of proper instruments. and my
lack of training in this field.

Checking Airflow At The Cr ack
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Meteorlog1oal Observations at the Crack. 12-19 May 1979.
Terrell County, Texas
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overcast, thunderclouds
with occasional clearing.

There are some places where one needs
to chimney fairly well, mostly in thebreakdown maze. The only crawlway in the upper
levels of the cave is only 2 meters long.
But, the most physically restricting parts
of the cave are two very narrow cracks thru
which you have to squeeze. They are located
above and below Polergeist Pit. Also inthe
breakdown is one tight spot, but except for
these areas, it is overall a roomy cave.

tEtcbniqut
With some caves you can stroll around
as carefree and nonchalantly as if you were
at home. At Sorcerer's Cave, as you don
your surgical mask, you get the unmistakable impression that you are in for something different.

While surveying the cave, a Brunton
mounted on a tripod was used from the entrance to the Inner Sanctum. From there to
the river and for the original verticalsurvey, a pair of Suuntos were used. Closures
with both i.nstruments were excellent, yet
there were a couple of oddball azimuths
which went in definitely wrong directions.
Fortunately, during the 9-day trip in May,
a preliminary plot of the map was done to
find such errors, so they were easily corrected after their discovery.

The masks are used in the dry upper
levels of the cave for the prevention of
the inhalation of excessive amounts of bat
guano, thus preventing the illness which
befell the Sul Ross cavers. It is even
recommended that you wear the masks in the
large damp rooms because of a little bit of
histoplasmosis which has been spottedthere.
So far, no one has suffered any respiratory
difficulties.
Technique for the pits is just standard vertical ropework. For the river, a
wetsuit is needed. A wetsuit top can be
worn, but as most of the water is below
waist level, the bottom takes priority.
When it comes to the perched water at the
Bubble Passage, us oldtimers to the cave
bring a pair of chest high waders in order
to avoid the wet muck.

In trying to achieve accuracy with lots
of detail, the survey went fairly slow.
Much time was spent in sprays and in careful measurings of various features. The
tapes used were steel and fiberglass, 30
meters long, with the latter doing 90 percent of the work. The fiberglass was preferred because of its accuracy to within 2
millimeters. Overall, the survey was very
successful, for after plotting the data,
the cave was virtually drawn, especiallythe
rooms.

Good technique for visiting the cave
down to the river is to bring a change of
clothes as well as the waders and wetsuit.
When you reach the river and put on the
wetsuit, cover it with the clothes youwore
down into the cave. This helps a lot in
protecting the suit. When you exit the
river, you change into the second, dry set
of clothes and assuming you brought some
waders, you stay dry all of the way out of
the cave. If you did not bring waders,
then do not bother with the extra change
of clothes.
This brings us to a restrictive aspect of the cave. It is a very direct cav~
~nly one way in and only one way out, having few side passages to wander off into.
Most people do not bring waders or extra
clothes, so the restriction is on the number of people who should be in the cave at
any one time. A mass exodus will result in
many people sitting cold and wet at the
bottom of a pit, waiting their turnto climb.
fhis has the potential of causing manyproblems, so caution should be taken.

Ted Roberts Approaching Poltergeist Pit
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25 August 1979: (1) Randy's strobe
refuses to work in synchronization
with the camera. (2) Randy's camera
develops a shutter problem. This was
discovered during the processing of
three rolls of film. Correction,
three rolls of garbage! (3) Suuntos
fog , not enough to be totally unreadable, but enough to produce an
illusion of accuracy. The survey has
to be repeated.

Jflalfuncttons
This is a listing of the most important
events on a trip. Depending on how many you
have and their nature, malfunctions can ei~
ther make or break the day 1 s venture. The
following list is broken down according to
the areas in which the incidents occurred.
Entrance, 12 May 1979:
fall apart.

This is just a spotlighting of the more
memorable events and there are many not
listed. But the purpose of the list is to
show that things seldom work the way you expect them to, thus affecting the entire
venture.

George's glasses

Witch's Well, 25 August 1979: Scott blows
two bulbs on his headlamp.
Poltergeist Pit, 16-17 September 1978:
Randy's camera refuses to work.
21-22 October 1978: (1) Randy's
jumar cord breaks while climbing.
(2) Randy grabs a snake while sitting
over the pit.
24 Febxuary 1979: Bruce gets stuck
for an hour in the narrow crack leading into the pit.
20-26 August 1979: The presence of a
snake in the crack above the pit keeps
things lively that week.
2 September 1979: David D's footloop
breaks.

A big noncave malfunction happened concerning the survey data. After figuringout
the cave's depth according to the new survey
and comparing it to the original vertical
survey, I discovered that the new one was
short by about 5 meters, Once my panic subsided, I soon discovered the reason for . the
difference. I learned that when I was tran~r
ferrin.g the survey data from the field book
to a permanent record and then again into
data reduction forms, the eye strain from
hours of intense usage caused me to inadvertently copy the wrong numbers (i.e., 1.8
would become 1 or .8). Eventually everything was corrected and triple checked for
errors, but another frustration was soon to
follow.

Bubble Passage, 25 February 1979: George's
waders spring a leak.
12-13 May 1979: (1) George's waders
do a repeat performance. (2) Teeni's
camera refuses to work.

All measurements and data are worked
in meters. However, most people think in
terms of feet. Thus, I would often convert
meters to feet for the convenience of explaining the cave to others, I would say
that Poltergeist Pit is 75 feet deep.
Wrong! It is 82 feet. I was using the
~ffong numbers for conversion.
Fortunately,
it does not affect the survey.

Inner Sanctum, 16 May 1979: (1) Again,
Randy's camera refuses to work. (2)
Randy's strobe blows its internal circuitry. Three panels get fused together and two electronics experts who
later examine it say that whathappened
is impossible.

!Jlotice t

Sanctum Sanctorum, 21-22 October 1978:
George's optical tape measure refuses
to work.
21 August 1979: Randy's strobe refuses to work.

and

Please send your name, address, caving
qualifications to:

~edical

John Kreidler
314 North lOth Street
McAllen, Texas 78501

Sirion River, 17 May 1979: George's main
light refuses to work.
23 August 1979: Suuntos fog beyond
readability. Survey has to be
cancelled..

The information is needed for the Cave
Rescue call list.

17

~uman

atbitbtmtnt!i

This is another on:eof my out-of-theordinary topics. Here I wish to show the
amount and utilization of manpower and to
give credit to the various efforts put forth
by the people who have worked at Sorcerer's.
May their achievements soon be surpassed in
the constant striving for excellence!

Most New Passage Discovered on A Single
Trip: 1.06 kilometers (21-22 October 1978-Gary Poole, George Veni, Randy Waters)

Number of People Having Worked in the Cave:
Since Sep~~ber 1978~ 17

Most Traveling to Reach The Cave: 514 miles
(Bob Osburn, Socorro . New Mexico)

Number of Females Having Worked In The Cave:
One (Teeni Kern)

Most Effort to Get To The Cave: 15 May 1979
(Randy Waters' hike of 9.25 miles in 6
hours, while earring a 90-pound backpack)

MDst Passage Surveyed on a Single Trip:
451.5 meters (1-2 September 1979--David
Drysdale, George Veni, Randy Waters)

Total Manhours of Work Since September 1978:
603.3 hours
Most Hours For One Person:
(George Veni)

As with ''Malfunctions," all personal
achievements cannot be known. These are
merely the more documented events. I hope
that this dramatizes the need for more people to take an active interest in the cave.
Getting your name on a list like this is
trivial, yet it is the achievements that
this cave is in need of. This list is just
nice to look at and reminisce about once
the work is done.

165.35 hours

Most People in The Cave At One Time:
(24 February 1979)

10

Longest Trip In The Cave: 19 hours (1-2
September 1979--David Drysdale, George
Veni, Randy Waters)

Acolyte Dave Prays To Brunton God While Rabbi George Records The Event
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closest number on the survey was for the
Demon Drop (he claimed the pit was accurately named) whose drop began at about
198 feet. Puet had interfered with the
board to get our attention. He complained
that he did not get any recognition and
threatened to hurt someone unless he got
it. The recognition was to take the form
of carving his name in the cave. Patricia
pointed out that this would be doing something that was against our beliefs.
Swiftly and with anger the board wrote
out, "My damn cave." When Patricia objected again, Puet called her a bitch.
However, he did agree that we would not
have to carve his name in the cave if I
would put his name on the map and letter
it in gold!

By now, you the poor reader ~ust be
wondering where and why I dream up these
crazy topics and what kind of a kook I
must bel For those skeptical of psychic
phenomena, things here will definely become kookier. Please keep in mind that
regardless of how strange the following
events may sound, they and related opinion
are very serious and sincere.
Since I first started caving, I have
always experienced a certain harmony and
communication with caves. This is something I know that many other cavers feel
to varying degrees. This is also the way
that many caves and their passages are
named--by the feeling they give to the explorers. These feelings have been a dominating factor at Sorcerer's Cave.

An interesting event happened a week
later. After the final reductions of the
survey data and the correction of mymeters
to feet conversion (see Malfunctions), I
rechecked the depth for the lip of the
Demon Drop--206 feet, just as Puet said!

Upon first entering the cave, we felt
a very powerful, eerie sorcerous atmosphere.
Though we previously contemplated renaming
the cave, the choice was made for us as the
cavern spoke its name. In the course of
that first trip, I was the first to approach the 25-meter pitch. Without any
conscious thought, I surprised myself when
I muttered the name Poltergeist Pit.
This
name has held true for most major problems
and minor annoyances that occur in the
cave usually occur at this pit. Again, the
cave has made itself known.

I offer no explanation for these
events. I am merely relating the facts.
But this sort of thing does make one wonder about the validity of certain feelings
people have towards things not yet proven.
Two such feelings are (1) Randy's prediction that we will find a large room 8,000
feet downstream in the Sirion River and (2)
my prediction that before we get to highly
technical aspects of exploration (scuba
diving, bolting up domes, etc.), the cave
will have a surveyed length of 20,000 feetl

On 21-22 October 1978 we all knew that
we would each be able to travel lots of
virgin passage. The pit was for me. Randy
predicted that the river would be there, so
he led us the first 500 meters. At that
point it was Gary's turn for new passage,
and when Randy gave him the lead, he told
him to take the other half. Another 500
meters was exactly how far Gary had led us
when we reached the sump.
On 24 May 1979, I tried working the
Ouiji Board with a couple of caving friends,
Patricia Herrera and Tom Shook. To keep the
story brief, we soon discovered that there
was a spirit that kept the board from working for me. The spirit called itself Puet.
He said he was a demon living at a
Pit in Sorcerer's Cave. The pit was identified as having a depth of 206 feet. The

The Demon Drop--Home To Puet
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No one can predict the future, even
though some of us try. But I am optimistic
about the future of Sorcerer's Cave. There
is no lack of cavers who can explore and
survey the cave. Yet, to fulfillthe cave's
total scientific potential, I find thatthere
is a great need for trained personnel in the
various specialty fields (geology, biology,
archaeology, paleontology, etc.). Preferably people would'be able to make a study of
the field work soon after the data is acquired. Hopefully, results could be available in a relatively short time, rather than
in a few years as has been the case with some
other projects. Of course, some studies are
inherently tfme consuming. Anyone interested
in contributing towards any of the efforts at
Sorcerer's Cave, please write or call:
George Veni
4254 Goshen Pass
San Antonio, Texas
(512-699-1153)

The potential wealth of knowledge from
this cave is immense. Little is known ofthe
geology of the area, and Sorcerer's Cave
gives an excellent cross section view of the
land. With conditions ranging from dusty and
muddy with lots of guano mixed in to crystal
clear running water, the biol9gy is quite
diverse. Meteorology, paleontology, hydrology--all these fields have much to offar.
Last and certainly not least is the exploration. No, it is not like the caves in Mexico, but there is nothing like it in the
state. Sorcerer's Cave offers depth, length,
variety, excitement and lots of unchecked
leads which greatly increase its potential.
Thus, many of the people who have visited
Sorcerer's Cave consider it one. of the best
caves in Texas.

78230

nThus Ends Another Adventure"
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Mike Wharton In Narrow
Section Of The Sirion River

Ted Struggles At The Guano Drop
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TSA: BOG & Cave Mang. Con
ions. In the past there have been bad t~
between cavers and commercial caves . On!
through discussion, to promote understal'li
of each other's interests and positions,
past and future problems be resolved .

As you know by now, the TSA BOG willbe
held on 2-3 February 1980 at Cave Without A
Name. This one factor was the original inspiration to set the theme of this weekend
on the Commercial Caves of Texas. Slide
shows and papers will be presented on the
caves by Texas cavers who have assisted with
and are familiar with the exploration and
histories of the caves. This will hopefully
acquaint cavers with the commercial caves
and stir up more interest in participation
for the Cave Manager's Conference on Sunday.

There will D@ a $4 registration fee,
Because all of the functions will be bel~
inside the cave, the fee will pay for the
electric bill, maintenance, etc., as well
as the standard costs for camping, provi~j
a Saturday evening meal and paying for all
the little things that make such a gatheri
possible.

The first CMC was held 2 years ago . In
attendance were the managers of Longhorn and
Natural Bridge Caverns, along with 17notable
Texas cavers. The CMC was set up as a general rap session, discussing views and interests of the caves and cavers. Thissecond
CMC will be much the same except that this
time the managers (and hopef ully more will
attend) will have the chance to see the general membership of TSA and how it functions.
lhis also gives a more representative sectiQn of TSA the chanc~ to voice their opin-

Other events for this weekend inclu~e
the BOG of course, possibly a film strip o
the Ney Cave bat ·f light, the photo solon at
a number of caving trips to keep you busy
i f nothing else takes your interest . The
camping area at Cave Witho~t A Name will!
open to those arrivi ng Friday evening.
Hope to see . you there!
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~UPCOMING~
The first TSA function of the 1980's
will be the BOG at Cave Without A Name.
This BOG has been announced well in advance and considerable effort has been put
forth to make it an interesting and fairly
well organized event. Why the trouble, you
may ask? Because for too long there have
been complaints of untimely announcements
for ill-organized affairs. I have heard
the cry for a return to the old days when
TSA trips and TSA projects were in abundance and when the Texas Caver flourished
due to the interest in Texas caving.
The present low amount of interest
appears to be growing. The OTR held in
September is dramatic proof of this. One
of the chief reasons for its success was
the good organization and early announcement. In an effort to make this a tradition for the 1980's, I am beginning a
column in the Texas Caver known simply as
11
Upcoming." The purpose of this column
will be to announce not just formal functions, like the BOG, but primarily caving
trips.
Oftentimes, trips are planned 1, 2
or even 3 months in advance. Chances are
that a number of people from around the
state will be interested in going. Of
course, many caves cannot handle groups,
but this and other restrictive items
(l.e., ver~ica1, survey, wetsu1~) couLd
be noted in the Texas Caver announcement.

Trips do not have to be of a special
"don't miss your big chance" nature. New
cavers as well as cavers from other areas
would probably be interested in seeing an
old favorite in your area. The Devil's
Sinkhole is an excellent example of an
old favorite that never loses its appeal.
I have been in contact with many
cavers about setting up some trips. I
hope tha.t trip organization and announcement in the Texas Caver will become a
spontaneous action in the near future.
If there is enough interest, usage
and support (by setting up trips), those
who subscribe to the Texas Caver may receive a flyer during the off months of
the Caver. The primary purpose of the
flyer will be in announcing trips and activities and thus encouraging caving with
cavers of Texas.
If anyone has any opinions pro or con
on this and any other subject relating to
TSA and Texas caving, you are encouraged to
make those views known at BOG. There may
be others there with similar views. It may
be too early to say, but I believe TSA can
look forward to better times, but only with
increased communication and cooperation can
a bright future be realized.

2-3 February 1980

TSA BOG and Cave Manager's Conference at Cave Without A Name.
(See page 22 for more information.)

9 February 1980

Randy Waters will be leading a photographic trip into Cascade Sink.
Vertical knowledge and wetsuits needed. Cave contains a 74-foot and
50-foot drop divided by thousands of feet of waist deep water, low
crawls and snug chimnies. Contact Randy at 240 Rosemary, San A~tonio,
Texas 78209 (512-826-4103)

8-16 March 1980

TSA Project, Sorcerer's Cave. Texas' first weeklong underground camp
at -530 feet. Tentative dat·e at time of printing. Contact George
Veni (address on page 20).

Early April 1980

TSA Mini Project, cave surveying in Bexar County. An effort to map
many of the unmapped caves for the Bexar County Survey. Contact
George Veni.

The Texas Caver
1019 Melrose Dr
Waco, Texas 7671 0
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TEXAS SPELEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION
B.O.G.
Cypress Bend Park, New Braunfels, Texas
16 September 1979
Delegates:
Cindy Borden
Abilene Guano Grotto
Jonathan Justice
Abilene Guano Grotto
Glenn Darilek
Alamo Area Chapter
Stephan Gregory
Galveston Grotto
Charlie Winterwood
Galveston Grotto
Greater Houston Grotto
Mike Connolly
Theresa Connolly
Greater Houston Grotto
Jimmy Clements
Greater South Texas Grotto
Dede Pascal
Greater South Texas Grotto
Dorothy Maldenka
Independent
Paul Maldenka
Independent
Chuck Stuehm
Safety and Rescue
George Veni
San Antonio Grotto
Randy Waters
San Antonio Grotto
The delegates were read and approved. Keith Reuss, Vice-Chairman, chaired the
meeting in the absence of Chairman Fred Pascal. The meeting was called to order.
Blake Harrison gave the Treasurer's Report and read the minutes. The minutes were
approved as read. There was no old business for discussion.
New Business:

Mike Walsh suggested that TSA donate money to the Texas Caver. Discussion followed--$50 was decided upon and approved. There wasbrief
discussion about the Texas Caver. It was decided that James Jasek
should continue to handle it and .more support should be given bymeans
of articles and subscriptions from cavers.

Elections:
Nominations for Chairman:

Craig Bittinger was nominated by Dorothy Tucker.
George Veni ~as nominated by Chuck Stuehm. George
was elected.
Nominations for Vice-Chairman: Craig Bittinger was nominated by Jim Clements.
Jonathan Justice was nominated by Chuck Stuehm.
Jonathan was elected.

Nominations for Secretary-Treasurer:

Blake Harrison was reelected to that
position by acclamation.

Announcement:
The next BOr. is to be held inside Cave Without A Name, 2-3 February 1980.

COMING SOON! ! ! ! !
NEW CAVE RESCUE CARDS IN
THE TEXAS CAVER
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